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Courts and abortion

MILWAUKEE~The Tribune is correct
in asserting that the recent Beal v.
Franklin decision points up the necessity
for the Supreme Court to “‘rethink parts
of its 1973 decision” on abortion, But
The Tribune should not blame the legis-
lators who drew up the Pennsylvania
statute and other legislators who have
attempted to define just where the lines
should be drawn in regulating legal
abortions.

If there was any vagueness in the
Pennsylvania law, the Supreme Court is

le because the Court's own

language in 1973 was the basis for its
terms. In its most recent decision, the
Court changed it's 1973 definition of via-
bility from “‘potentially able to survive
outside the womb'’ to a *‘reasonable pos-
sibility of sustained survival.,” How can
legislators know what to do when the
Court keeps changing the rules?

Similarly, it is unjust for The Tribune
to accuse legislators of “deviousness" in
their efforts to draft laws on abortion.
Nothing is more open than the legisla-
tive process; the courts are the only
governmental units operating in secrecy
which lay down new guidelines for legis-
lation each time they do not like the
result.

Illinois alone offers two classic exam-
ples: the Chicago Board of Health's
rules establishing minimum standards
for abortion clinics that were struck
down by a federal court in 1974 [which
might have prevented some of the abus-
es that drew national attention to Chica-
go's abortion industry a few weeks
ago]; and the Abortion Control Act of
1978, which a federal court struck down
for being “‘too vague and too specific.”
If a law can, at the same time, be both
too vague and too specific to be consti-
tutionally acceptable, how can the
courts expect legislators to draw up any
law that meets the necessary criteria?
Legislators cannot read minds.

The latest decision shows that the ju-
diciary has stopped thinking when it
comes {o abortion. Decisions are incon-
sistent because the courts are defensive
and emotional about the right they ere-
ated and perceive to be under attack.
What we need from the courts is clear,
coherent legal thinking, a commodity
notably lacking to date in almost every
abortion case,

Robert A. Destro

General counsel,
Calhallc Leagud for Rellolous and Civil Rights

The seal slaughter

Writers should be as concise as possi-
ble. Give full names and addresses,
Manuseripts are not relurned. Space is
limited; the right to condense leiters is
reserved, Address letilers fo Voice of the
People, The Tribune, Chicago, Il. 60611,

‘Occupied’ territory

NORTHFIELD—The Social Action
Committee of Temple Jeremiah strongly
protests the use of the phrases “occu-
pled West Bank” or “Israeli occupied
territory’’ by officers, agents, and em-
ployes of the United States government.

We find it repugnant to history, law,
and the American traits of fair play and
decency. This area should be referred to
as Judea and Samaria.

This area is historically a part of Isra-
el since bibilical times and according to
the Balfour Declaration and the negotia-
tions of the Paris Peace Conference of
1919. As a matter of fact, Israel even
includes land east of the River Jordan.
The state of Jordan never existed prior
to 1022, It was a creation of Britain.
Jordan does not have and never had any
claim to this area except by military
conquest from 1948 to 1967, It is strange
that from 1948 to 1967 the world did not
describe the area as “occupied.”

We would object if Mexico referred to
“occupied Texas,” or Spain to ‘‘occu-
pied Puerto Rico,” or the Indians to
“‘occupied America.”” That a double
standard is being applied to Israel is
totally unacceptable. Irwin Romer

Profit and compulsion

CHICAGO—Hcnry Rose, in the Jan. 8
“Speak Qut” column, complains that
“although shelter is a basic human
need, we allow its development and cost
to be determined by private parties
seeking a profit.” Mr. Rose expresses a
socialist point of view with such admira-
ble lucidity that he exposes a basic
flaw.

Building a house requires human labor.
As a worker, either I undertake such
labor willingly because of the promise of
profit, or I do so unwillingly under
threat of punishment. Instead of offering
to do something good for me if I build a
house for his friends, Mr. Rose, in ef-
fect, threatens to do something bad to
me if I don’t. This is no way to create a
just and equitable society.

The efforts of those who want decent
housing for all might best be directed to
seeing that all people acquire marketa-
hle =kills =0 that all can exzchange

Hail to tl

EVANSTON=
go and nationa
tice of the firsl
petition ever i
here in Chicag
outperforming
competition, the
scores in the
papers obvious|
ture stories will

This can't be |
exciting for th
albeit small—ai
involved with th
ous than crowd

Yet commenl
can't get inter
because the pla
and the games
watch as the NI

But this leag
goal of becomi
implanted in )
would undoubte
athletes and m
look at the 5
tradition of sol
male athletes, ¢
nastics, Chris E
nasts command
compete.

So ¢'mon, fell
cho trip and pa
new Wwomen pi
just going to sit
en are no goo
take on Rita Ea

One on one,

The Newn

ST. LOUIS —
G. Newman for
chivist for the
affront to the |
an insult to the

The archives
person who was
handling of the |
utive of the Uni
tions could har
ble: He has n
archival scieno
strated a lack o
manipulation of
tax-deduction pu

Malfeasance i
doubtful asset |
brary Board pre
handicap for th
official records.

‘Age discr



