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New Paradigms in Interfaith Dialogue: A View From Jerusalem,” November 21, 2006; William 

Beeman, Ph.D., Professor of Anthropology and Director of Middle East Studies, Brown Uni-
versity, Providence, Rhode Island, “Shi’a Islam and the Political Language of Iran,” November 

13, 2006; Judith Yaphe, Ph.D., Professor, Institute for National Strategic Studies, National 

Defense University, “Iranian Ambitions and American Options: Is There Another Islamic Bomb 
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Dr. Mustafa Ef. Cerić is the Grand Mufti of Bosnia Herzegovina and 

currently is serving his second 7-year term. He is considered to be one 

of the most liberal Grand Muftis in the world. 

 

He is the co-recipient of the 2003 UNESCO Felix Houphouet-Boigny 

Peace Prize for Contribution to World Peace and recipient of the Inter-

national Council of Christians and Jews Annual Sir Sternberg Award 

for exceptional contribution to interfaith understanding. One of the lat-

est international recognitions he received is the 2007 Theodor-Heuss-

Stiftung award for his contributions to spreading and strengthening 

democracy. 

 

Cerić graduated from the Madressa in Sarajevo and received a scholar-

ship to Al-Azhar University in Cairo, Egypt. After his schooling there, 

he returned to his native Bosnia Herzegovina, where he became an 

Imam. In 1981, he accepted the position of Imam at the Islamic Cul-

tural Center of Greater Chicago in Northbrook, Illinois and settled in 

the United States for several years. He learned English and earned a 

Ph.D. at the University of Chicago in Islamic Theology. When he fin-

ished his studies, he returned to his homeland, leaving the ICC and be-

coming a practicing Imam in a learning center in Zagreb in 1987.  

 

Dr. Cerić is a member of several local and international scientific or-

ganizations and societies, including the Interreligious Council of Bos-

nia-Herzegovina, the Foundation of Srebrenica-Potočari Memorial and 

Cemetery, the Council of 100 Leadres of the World Economic Forum, 

the European Council for Fatwas and Research, World Conference of 

Religion & Peace, the Executive Committee of the European Council 

of Religious Leaders, the Board of Trustees of International Islamic 

University Islamabad, the Sharia'h Board of Bosnia Bank International, 

the Fiqh Academy in Mecca, Aal Albayt Foundation for Islamic 

Thought in Jordan, the World Council of Religions for Peace, Interna-

tional Commission for Peace Research chaired by Dr. Henry Kissinger, 

UNESCO and Executive Council of World Forum of Ulama. He has 

delivered numerous lectures and led several workshops on interrelig-

ious and interfaith issues at local and international conferences. His 

publications include: Roots of Synthetic Theology in Islam; A Choice 

Between War and Peace; and European Muslim Declaration. 
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