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The Office of Legal Career Services needs your help! If you are interested
in participating in mock interviews, being a mentor or serving on a

panel, please e-mail Jessica Heywood at jobs@law.edu.
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What | Did Last Summer Thursday, Jan. 25 4p.m.
Internship Opportunities at the DOJ Monday, Jan. 29 4p.m.
February 2007

Securities Law Panel Wednesday, Feb. 7 5p.m.
March 2007

Military and National Security Tuesday, March 13 4p.m.
Law Students Association

Navigating the Path of the Summer Monday, March 19 4p.m.
Introduction to Fall Recruiting Monday, March 26 4p.m.
Central Intelligence Agency Thursday, March 29 4p.m.
Informational Session

April 2007

Nuts and Bolts Guide to

Thursday, April 12 4p.m.
Judicial Clerkships .

Would you like to join us for 18 holes?

5th Annual
CUA Law Student, Faculty
and Alumni Golf Tournament

Details to follow. For more information
or to find out about sponsorship
opportunities, contact us at
cuagolftourney@yahoo.com

All proceeds from the tournament
benefit the proposed Loan Repayment
Assistance Program, which will
provide assistance to graduates who
work in the public and non-profit sector.

Discover excellence. Experience success.
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Students for Public Interest Law present:

16 ANNUAL SPIL AUCTION

Mark Your Calendars!

Friday, February 9, 2007

Louise H. Keelty and James Keelty Jr. Atrium, Columbus School of Law

Special Feature This Year:
Items Donated by Mr. Pat Petit from his Extensive Collection of Baseball Memorabilia

Like you and those who came before you, these students help distinguish the Columbus School of
Law as a truly special place through their volunteer efforts. Please help continue the tradition
and consider making a tax-deductible donation to support those who want to make a difference.

Jessica Groppe, Jillian Landin, Elizabeth Pugliese
Co-chairs, 16th Annual SPIL Auction

For more information on attending, donating an item or making a contribution, contact us by
telephone, 202-319-5143, or by e-mailing David Schrock, director of financial aid, at schrock@law.edu.

R

As the holidays are upon us and the year quickly

comes to an end, we are thankful for all those who

have supported the Columbus School of Law throughout
the year. Annual gifts assist the law school in providing
scholarships; increasing library resources; and supporting
faculty research, our institutes, law clinics and other
exceptional programs.

In this season of generosity, we hope you will add the
Columbus School of Law to your year-end giving list. A
contribution to the Law School Annual Fund will be used
where it is most needed—to provide more scholarships
to current and prospective law students.

Please consider making a gift today. Your tax-
deductible contribution will truly make a difference for
our students and our entire law school community.

Gifts of $50,000 or more allow you, the donor, to
establish an endowed named fund at the school to

live on in perpetuity.

If you have any questions or would like additional
information about making your gift to CUA law school,
please contact the Office of Development and
Alumni Relations at 202-319-5670.

THERE ARE MANY WAYS TO GIVE:

Check: Please make checks payable to The Catholic University of
America, with “Law School Annual Fund” on the memo line, and mail
your check in the envelope enclosed in this issue of CUA Lawyer.

Credit Card: Use the enclosed envelope or contact the law
school at 202-319-5670 to make a credit card gift via phone.

Matching Gifts: If you work for a firm or company that matches
gifts from employees or their spouses, you can double and some-
times triple your gift to the school. Contact your human resources
office to see if your employer has a matching gift program.

Stock: Your gifts of appreciated stock may make you eligible for
certain tax deductions while meeting your philanthropic goals.
Please contact Phil Orleans, major gifts officer, at 202-319-4638
for information and stock transfer instructions.

Planned and Testamentary Gifts: Wills, living trusts or life
insurance beneficiary designations are an incredible way to make
an outstanding impact on the well-being of the school. Gifts such
as Charitable Remainder Trusts, Pooled Income Funds and Gift
Annuities can help you make a gift to the school today, receive a
substantial tax benefit and in some instances allow you or a
beneficiary to continue to receive income for life.

N

%
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Congratulazioni!

How to Honor a Scholar
Professor Kenneth Pennington Receives a Festschrift

ow do you honor a scholar who

has been one of the leading fig-

ures in his field for decades and
who has mentored a couple genera-
tions of younger scholars? In acade-
mia, the answer to that question is:
Present the scholar with a Festschrift,
i.e., an anthology of new scholarly
essays written in his or her honor. It's a
big moment for a scholar, and it's an
honor that Kenneth Pennington, CUA's
Kelly-Quinn Professor of Ecclesiastical
and Legal History, received on his 65th
birthday, Oct. 6, 2006, in Erice, Sicily, at
an annual international school on
medieval law that he has co-directed
since 1993.

Derived from German, the word
Festschrift translates to “celebratory
writing,” and the essays in such a
book tend to be on a topic that the
honoree himself has specialized in.
The book that Pennington received on
his birthday is titled “Medieval Church
Law and the Origins of the Western
Legal Tradition: A Tribute to Kenneth
Pennington,” edited by his former
students Wolfgang P. Mller and Mary

CUALAWYER /Fall-Winter 2006

on His 65th Birthday

By Richard Wilkinson

E. Sommar, who are now professors
at Fordham University and the
Stephan Kuttner Institute of Medieval
Canon Law in Munich, Germany,
respectively. The book is published by
The Catholic University of America
Press.

“Arguably the premier figure in
the United States in the field of the
history of canon, or Church, law, Ken
Pennington is also widely known and
respected as one of the foremost
authorities in Europe,” write Sommar
and Miuller. “Ken was clearly very
grateful and deeply
moved, not only
by the Festschrift
itself, but also by
the fact that many
of the contributors
to the collection
had traveled from

“Arguably the premier
figure in the United States
in the field of the history
of canon, or Church, law,
Ken Pennington is also
widely known and
respected as one of the
foremost authorities in
Europe.”

all over Europe and the United States
for the sole purpose that they might be
a part of the presentation ceremony.”

The 26 essays in the 400-page
hardcover show Pennington'’s interna-
tional influence, as some are written in
English and others in German, ltalian,
French and Spanish.

“"What a great honor this is for
Ken, and thus for the law school as
we shine brighter by the light that Ken
reflects upon us,” said his colleague
Professor William Kaplin.

Professor Pennington teaches in
three schools within The Catholic
University of America: the Columbus
School of Law, the School of Canon
Law and the School of Theology and
Religious Studies.

“We shine brighter by the light that Ken reflects upon us,”
wrote Professor William Kaplin about his colleague Ken
Pennington, shown at left accepting his award in Italy.
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The Word is Consummate

e has served 13 CUA law school deans, more than

half of all those who ever held the job. He has also

served under two directors of the Kathryn J.
DuFour Law Library. Now, after 34 years as associate
law librarian and head of public services for the library,
Pat Petit is finally done.

At an Oct. 3 retirement luncheon in his honor at the
law school, speaker after speaker rose to praise one of
Catholic University’s longest-serving employees. Each
focused on a different aspect of Petit's character — his
humor, professionalism and collegiality.

“When | think of Pat, the word that always comes
to mind is consummate,” said library
director Steve Margeton, who has
worked side-by-side with Petit for
18 years. "He is the consummate
professional, consummate colleague,
consummate Christmas-party Santa,
consummate baseball scholar and con-
summate in everything he does.”

The retiring librarian’s many friends
fondly and teasingly recalled his unique
personality, his breathtaking collection
of baseball memorabilia, his encyclope-
dic knowledge of old-time radio pro-

grams and his unforgettable Santa Pat, the staple of
decades of law school Christmas parties.

“Thank you for all of your help to us over these
many vyears,” said professor and former dean Ralph
Rohner, speaking on behalf of the faculty.

When his turn came to speak, Petit reflected on
“how our lives have intertwined” over the years of his

“He is the
consummate professional,
consummate colleague,
consummate Christmas-party Santa,
consummate baseball scholar and
consummate In everything he does.

CUA career, beginning in 1972. Addressing a question
many have speculated about, he announced that his sin-
gular collection of baseball mementos will be donated to
the 2007 SPIL auction, where many of the items are cer-
tain to spark bidding wars.

Pat Petit will continue at CUA law as an adjunct
instructor, but his retirement from full-time librarian
marks the end of an era. Realizing that, he saved a few
of his most precious knick-knacks as goodbye gifts to his
closest friends. One item, given to Steve Margeton, was
a ‘retirement clock.” Originally a gift to Petit himself, it sat
on his desk for many years, steadily ticking down the
years, days, months and hours to the end of his full-time
career.

Now, said Petit, the clock shows 00:00:00.

Pat’s distribution of his unique office collection
began with the presentation of an Abbott and
Costello “Who's On First?” figurine to long-
time colleague Phil Venable (right).

Fall-Winter 2006 /CUALAWYER
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wteresting FACES

~law schools placed graduates at the

In Good Company

have housed it. You can name its institutes
and special programs and recite the school’s
motto in its original Latin. But even if you carry
around a head full of facts about the Columbus
School of Law, this one will likely still come as a

You can trace the history of the buildings that

- surprise:

“...From 1882 to 1940, only twelve

Supreme Court as law clerks: Harvard,
Columbia, Yale, Georgetown, U. of Penn,
Catholic University..."

This fascinating tidbit comes from a
new history, “Courtiers of the Marble
Palace: The Rise and Influence of the Supreme
Court Law Clerk” (Stanford University Press,
2006). In the book, author Todd Peppers peels back
the layers of mystery that surround the real role that
law clerks have played in the functioning of the
nation’s highest court. He spent a couple of years
poring over the court’s employment records and in
the end was able to assemble a very
interesting picture.

e The first law clerk was hired by
a Supreme Court justice 124
years ago, in 1882. Today,
approximately 1,870 people
have served as clerks, repre-
senting 81 different law schools.

¢  Harvard Law School is by far
the biggest supplier of law
clerks to the high court. Nearly
one-third (29 percent) of all law
clerks have come from there.

*  Eighty-five percent of all
Supreme Court law clerks have
been male. The first female law
clerk, Lucile Lomen, was hired
by Justice William O. Douglas
in 1944,

the schools that produced them.

Considering the long record of
the Supreme Court law clerks, it is remarkable that
for a 58-year stretch, or nearly one half of the whole
history of the program, Catholic University was
among a very small and select group of law
schools to provide the legal talent to assist the nine

Author Todd C. Pepper’s book
offers an intriguing history of

Supreme Court law clerks and

justices of the court. The court’s own record of its
law clerk history is incomplete and does not pro-
vide documentation all the way back to the 1880s.

Twentieth century records are available, how-
ever, and list the following CUA alumni as former
Supreme Court law clerks:

Clerk Justice Term
John F. Cotter Pierce Butler 1923
John M. Leahy, 1950 Harold M. Burton 1952
Carmen D. Legato, 1976 William J. Brennan 1977
Karen Hastie Williams, 1973  Thurgood Marshall 1974

With a writer's flair for the unusual, Peppers
also sketches what the Supreme Court's law
clerking program has produced over the years:

"...Five Supreme Court justices. Two secre-
taries of state. Two U.S. attorney generals. An
ambassador to Great Britain. Two commissioners of
the Federal Communication Commission. The chair-
man of U.S. Steel. The head of the
Department of Transportation. The
publisher of the Washington Post.
The president of ABC News. The
governor of the New York Federal
Reserve Bank. The presidents of
Brigham Young, Columbia, Cornell,
New York and Yale Universities.
Two chairmen of the Securities and
Exchange Commission. A presi-
dential campaign manager. The
governor of lllinois. Two members of
the U.S. House of Representatives.
A lead character in a major
Hollywood film. A White House
counsel. The secretary of the U.S.
Air Force. And an accused spy..."

While Catholic University law
graduates join this impressive list
of achievers, so too do a few mem-
bers of the faculty—four, to be pre-
cise. They are Peter “Bo” Rutledge (Justice
Thomas), Heather Elliott (Justice Ginsburg),
Scholar-in-Residence Elizabeth Porter (Justice
Ginsburg) and spring 2007 Visiting Professor
Stephen F. Smith (Justice Thomas).
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The CUA Law

irm Challenge

Congratulations to

Holland+Knight

winners of the
2005-2006 CUA Law Firm Challenge!

The CUA Law Firm Challenge is a program designed to engage alumni with the law school and
to encourage giving to the Law School Annual Fund and other programs. Any law firm with
more than five alumni nationwide is invited to participate in the challenge. Volunteer chairs
at each firm are asked to encourage their colleagues to make a gift to the law school between
May 1 and April 30 of each year. All gifts to the law school count toward the firm’s total
percentage of participation. Each year, the firm with the highest percentage of alumni
participation will be recognized in CUA Lawyer and on a plaque displayed in the law
school building.

We extend our thanks to the firms listed below who participated in the first
annual CUA Law Firm Challenge. A special thanks to all the firm chairs who
solicited support from their colleagues.

PARTICIPATING LAW FIRMS FIRM CHALLENGE CHAIRS
Akin, Gump, Strauss, Hauer & Feld David A. Donohoe Sr., 1962, and
Charlie W. Johnson, 1994
Arnold & Porter Robert E. Mannion, 1969
Crowell Moring J. Michael Klise, 1986, and

Michael G. Van Arsdall, 1999

Hogan & Hartson Siobhan C. Rausch, 1997
Holland & Knight Christopher H. Collins, 1978
Morgan, Lewis & Bockius John F. Ring, 1989

For more information about this program or how to get your firm involved,
please contact Sara Goldberg, annual fund coordinator, at 202-319-4637.
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A NOBLE

ighty-five years is a long time to

wait for justice, and the end is not

yet in sight. But that hasn’t stopped

Associate Professor Suzette

Malveaux, one of the law school’s
newest faculty members, from devoting countless hours
to what may yet turn out to be an unwinnable case.

The Tulsa, Okla., race riots of 1921 have largely been
forgotten by Americans now. The scenario was depressingly
familiar at that time in our nation’s history. A young black
man was accused of inappropriate or disrespectful conduct
toward a white woman. He was hauled off to jail. Word
spread quickly, an angry white mob formed, and very soon
open violence flared up, engulfing the entire thriving com-
munity of African-Americans in Tulsa. Their entire section of
the city was burned to the ground, killing at least 300 people
and leaving thousands homeless.

Nobody was ever convicted of arson or murder, nor
were reparations provided to the survivors. The entire hor-
rific incident was buried in the historical record. Eight
decades passed before the state of Oklahoma finally launched
a multi-year review of the race riots in 2001. The resulting
report found clear complicity on the parts of both
the city and state, which were accused of “depu- F
tizing” citizens and arming the mobs with guns.
Yet, its damning conclusions bumped up against a |
wall of indifference.

f'\!/“
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Professor Suzette
Malveaux

OBLIGATION

That’s when survivors finally sued. Professor Malveaux,
then in private practice, knew immediately she wanted to
offer her services pro bono. “The legal system is not really
operating on a level playing field. So when we can help equal-
ize things, we should. | felt personally obligated to do that,”
she says. A legal dream team was assembled that included the
late Johnny Cochran. But the lawyers’ collective talents have
so far been stymied. Three different courts have ruled that
the statute of limitations prevents counsel from recovering
compensatory damages for victims of the Tulsa race riots.
The U.S. Supreme Court has declined to hear the case, and
its run in American courts appears to be over. Cases litigated
pro bono do not always have a happy ending. That is an espe-
cially painful message for Malveaux to impart to plaintiff Otis
Clark, who was but a teenager when he witnessed his world
reduced to cinders.

“It breaks my heart to meet with my client, who is now
104 years old, who still has a lot of faith in our system and
expects that there is going to be some kind of relief provided
for him when there’s a wrong thats been done,” says
Malveaux. “Still, 1 don’t regret any time spent working on
this case. | feel enriched.”

Of all of the venerable Latin phras-
es that lawyers bandy about in court-
rooms and in briefs—nolo contendere,
delictum, habeas corpus and many oth-
ers—there is none that resonates so well
in heart as pro bono publico: for the
public good. Professor Malveaux’s work
is a perfect example.

It is a simple concept as old as the
legal profession itself. Lawyers have
always been encouraged, even expected,
to share for free with the indigent and less
fortunate their monopoly on the right to
provide legal services. Pro bono services
can be proffered to advance the social
good, or lawyers can donate their time
and expertise simply because a client can-
not afford his day in court. Whatever the
reason, the need for pro bono representation, and the need for
lawyers to work in general on behalf of a better society, has
never been greater than now. And on both counts, the students,
faculty and alumni of the Columbus School of Law have
stepped up to the plate, over and over again.

Otis Clarke, a 104-year-old survivor of the 1921 Tulsa riots,
holds a copy of a brief being filed outside the U.S. Supreme
Court in Washington on behalf of the remaining riot survivors.

Fall-Winter 2006/ CUALAW YER




A NOBLE

€le MAeaning of
Pro Bono

The pro bono activities of the law school community
run on parallel tracks. In some cases they meet the strict
definition of the term by offering the free provision of
legal services on behalf of others. As practitioners and
members of the bar, faculty and alumni are in the best
position to extend this kind of help. But the Columbus
School of Law also pursues a broader, more sweeping
vision of pro bono outreach and effort. It seeks to instill
in students a sense of responsibility and obligation to
provide pro bono service through community volun-
teerism and involvement. Some students find avenues to
do this through the various branches of the law school’s
legal clinic, Columbus Community Legal Services.
Others extend a helping hand through student organi-
zations or simply find a way to contribute on their own.

Whether one defines pro bono with a micro or
macro understanding of the term makes little difference
to people whose burdens have been lightened by the
kindness and caring of a CUA lawyer. The emphasis on
service to others is incubated in the classroom, where
faculty often set the example.

House Calls

Mail carriers, plumbers and elec-

tricians still come to your home to ply

OBLIGATION

knock-on-the-front-door style of work he does regularly,
free of charge for the elderly residents of Washington, D.C.

“l am a house-call lawyer. | actually go to them,” says
Woods. “I don’t ask them to come out on the train or by car.
I meet them at the dining room table.”

Most of the legal work involves wills, property transfers
and other issues that grip people later in life. It is often high-
ly personal and involves sharing confidences that people
aren’t comfortable disclosing to a lawyer picked at random
from the Yellow Pages. In fact, most of these cases are
referred to Woods from either Catholic Charities or the
D.C. Bar. Woods treats every client as if they were paying
top dollar for his time. “I always treat people like it’s an
emergency. Normally problems related to legal action are
very emotional, and so it’s very important, | think, to put
people at ease.” There are few lawyers anymore who proffer
their services with Fred Woods’ emphasis on the personal
touch. His work and his unique style have been recognized
by colleagues: Woods was the recipient of the 2001 John
Carroll Society Pro Bono Legal Service Award.

One case that sticks in his memory illustrates a reality
that pro bono lawyers often encounter: Just because you take
on a case for free, it doesn’t necessarily mean your client
deserves to win. A few years back, Woods accepted repre-
sentation of a homeless man who claimed that hospital doc-
tors deliberately broke his arm while he was in their care,
simply because they didn’t respect him. Intrigued, Woods
quickly delved into the facts of the case. He soon established
that the plaintiff was in fact in a psychotic state when admit-
ted to the hospital and that his arm was accidentally broken
while he twisted away from being restrained on a gurney.
However, it didn’t matter to Fred Woods that his client’s
story didn’t hold water. The real point was that he needed a
pro bono lawyer and someone responded.

“It’s about dignity. | loved that case and letting him know
that he mattered in this society, and that he still should be

their trade, but lawyers? Well, Fred
Woods is one lawyer who does. An
instructor in the Columbus School of
Law’s lawyering skills program,
Woods devotes a great deal of his time
outside of the classroom to pro bono
causes. He is a hearing committee
member for the D.C. Court of
Appeals Board on Professional
Responsibility, and he also helps medi-
ate attorney-client fee disputes for the
D.C. Bar, where he has helped settle
fee amounts up to $65,000. But the
free sharing of his legal expertise that
gives him the most satisfaction, says
Woods, is the stride-up-the-sidewalk,

Professor Fred
Woods has fought
for the rights of
the homeless.

Associated Press
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OBLIGATION

treated like everyone should be treated if they were seeking
medical attention,” says WWoods.

The Timing of Rights

Timothy Hairston was just 18
years old when he was arrested and
charged with first-degree murder of
a neighborhood rival on the streets of
Washington, D.C., during the sum-
mer of 1997. Chained to the floor, he
waited by himself in an interrogation
room for 90 minutes. When the case
detective finally arrived, he com-
manded Hairston to “listen, not
speak” while he outlined the details
of the incident and the evidence
against the young man. After
approximately another hour and a
half, the detective formally read the
suspect his Miranda right to remain silent and to have an attor-
ney present during questioning. Hairston was eventually con-
victed of the crime in D.C. Superior Court.

He appealed on the grounds that his constitutional rights had
been violated by the detective’s delay in getting around to the
Miranda warning. Professor Peter “Bo” Rutledge, then an attor-
ney with Wilmer Cutler Pickering Hale and Dorr LLP (now
Wilmer Hale) got involved in the case on a pro bono basis. Not
only was such work encouraged by the firm’ partners, it also made
excellent anecdotal material when Rutledge made his eventual
transition from private practice to classroom. “Pro bono work
teaches students practical aspects of how to run a case, write a brief
and make an argument. It instills values in students and gives them
good stories to share on the job interview market,” says Rutledge.
Catholic University law students from several different class years
helped Rutledge prepare briefs and oral arguments during the
two-year appeals process of the Hairston case. In August of 2006,
however, the D.C. Court of Appeals upheld the lower court’s con-
viction of Hairston, ruling that he had not given the equivalent of
a confession prior to his Miranda advisement.

In another case from Missouri, Fitzpatrick v. State,
Rutledge enlisted the CUA Criminal Law Society, as well as a
dozen other students, to work on a pro bono criminal appeal
that has recently had a certiorari petition filed with the
Supreme Court. A big believer in practice in realistic settings,
Rutledge has also organized moot courts for lawyers arguing
before the Supreme Court. Again, CUA students pitched in to
help, and in all three cases the attorneys went on to win their
cases before the nation’s highest court, thanks in part to the
preparation provided by the moot setting.

Professor Peter
“Bo” Rutledge

Examples of important pro bono work by the law school’s
faculty could fill a small book. Directly and indirectly, CUA
professors contribute to a better society by the extension
of their own talents and dedication. It may be hands-on
casework, or, equally important, it may be equipping others
with the skills and passion for effective pro bono work in
the future.

The entire clinical faculty of Columbus Community Legal
Services, which includes Margaret Barry, Faith Mullen,
Catherine Klein, Ellen Scully, Mike McGonnigal, Alvita
Eason and Stacy Brustin, spend their professional lives
training students in the art of helping others. For more than
35 years, CCLS has been like a pebble tossed into a pond, the
effects of its good works gently rippling outward in an ever-
growing circle, touching countless lives and making a pro-
found difference. Ranked | Ith among the nation’s law school
clinics, CCLS offers students hands-on lawyering skills by
assigning them real cases, worked under the supervision of a
professor. Five of its eight programs emphasize case planning
and strategy, trial or administrative advocacy, and work with
clients in real situations. The clinic has allowed Catholic
University law students to litigate thousands of pro bono
cases over the years, uncompensated except for class credit.

Professor Lisa Lerman donates time to serve on an advi-
sory committee for a national network of disability rights
lawyers who require guidance on ethical issues. In 2005, she
filed a pro bono amicus brief in a case that involved the pro-
tection of clients from dishonest billing practices by lawyers.

Professor Karla Simon co-directs the Center for
International Social Development, which is focused on reliev-
ing poverty and other problems in countries around the
world. The center offers its students certification, and many
of them end up working for relief and development agencies
and NGO:s.

Professor Sarah Duggin has spent part of each summer for
many years working with two small cooperatives in
Honduras, concentrating on education and health issues. She
has also served as a volunteer for the Until There’s a Cure
Foundation in a program with the Washington Nationals base-
ball team.

The list goes on and on. One of the most gratifying aspects
of the law school faculty’s extensive pro bono work is its
multiplier effect. Students notice what their professors are
doing and respond with creative and life-changing pro bono
endeavors of their own.
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Above right: Sean Mahoney
Above: The view from the front door of this FEMA trailer looks out at the debris in the
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Catholic University law students have always rounded
out their classroom legal educations by responding to
the needs and problems of the real world.

The volunteer work on behalf of a better society
continues stronger than ever today. Many of the
approximately two dozen student organizations within
the law school require public service as a component
of membership. During 2004-2005, students continued
their pro bono efforts on a variety of fronts, including
clothing and food drives, hosting a Halloween party for
a local infant and maternity home, and collecting per-
sonal items such as toiletries, candy, socks, batteries,
calling cards and games to send to U.S. soldiers in Iraq.
Other items such as games, stuffed animals, pencils,
paper and notebooks also went to the troops for their
distribution in turn to Iragi children. Sometimes, the
needs are so great that CUA students are moved to

help regardless of whether the task at hand has any
group or institutional backing.

aftermath of Hurricane Katrina.
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Sean Mahoney 3D)

As students from law schools in hurricane-stricken New
Orleans temporarily relocated to continue their studies,
Sean Mahoney did exactly the reverse. Moved by the plight
of its desperate citizens, Mahoney left CUA law to spend an
entire semester at Tulane Law School. “Whether by getting
involved in aid programs, helping a neighbor pound some
nails, or even just spending money at local stores, | wanted
to be a part of the process of healing and rebirth,” says

“What made me feel good was
seeing the transformation in students
who were coming to New Orleans
to help. They saw that they can really
make a difference in the lives of
those who had lost so much.”

Mahoney. He credits CUA law school’s administration and
the student body’s passion for helping those in need with pro-
viding him the opportunity to volunteer. During his several
months in New Orleans, Mahoney got involved in both the
Student Hurricane Network, a group of law school students
and legal practitioners from across the country who worked to
bring legal aid to residents
of the Gulf Coast, and
Tulane Law School’s crimi-
nal law clinic. The clinic
assisted public defenders in
representing thousands of
criminal defendants in
prison who had basically
been abandoned by their
lawyers in the aftermath of the monster
storm. A year later, the experience is
seared into his memory. Mahoney says
nothing short of an actual trip to the
Big Easy can make Americans under-
stand what happened there and how
bad things still are. He can still smell
the stink of the ubiquitous mold, yet he
wouldn’t have traded the chance to
make a difference for anything. “What
made me feel good was seeing the
transformation in students who were
coming to New Orleans to help. They
saw that they can really make a differ-
ence in the lives of those who had lost
so much. I think this same transforma-
tion process can happen for all of us
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through involvement in pro bono work,” says
Mahoney.

Kristin McGough (2D)

One of her clients was a 4-year-old girl,
recovering alone in a hospital from severe
abuse by her foster parents. By that tender age,
the child and her 5-year-old brother had
already lived in a homeless shelter and three
foster homes. For Kristin McGough, spending
the summer of 2005 working on child abuse
and neglect cases for the American Bar
Association’s Center on Children and the Law
was a reminder of the awesome importance of
pro bono work. “Someone asked me how | was
spending my summer,” recalls McGough.
“When | told my little girl’s story, | was asked
what it was that made me want to get into this
line of work. I surprised myself with the
answer: ‘If I don’t, I'm not sure anyone else
will.” ” McGough has an admirable history of
devotion to pro bono causes stretching back
to her undergraduate days at William and
Mary, where she was recognized with the President’s Award for

: Service to the Community. She
has volunteered at a juvenile
detention center, worked with
poor families in a remote area of
the Dominican Republic and
served as an investigator with the
District of Columbia’s Public
Defender’s Service. McGough is
currently putting in time twice a
week with the ACLU’s National
Prison Project, which has con-
vinced her more than ever that no
one is born to a life of crime. “I
don’t believe we deserve the situa-
tions we’re born into,” she muses. “When we find ourselves
blessed with qualities like intelligence and determination—and
upper-middle class parents to help with the rent—we are
obliged to aid those who haven’t had it so easy.” McGough says
she is encouraged that pro bono work, traditionally one of the
legal profession’s most underrated endeavors, is beginning to
become trendy.

Kristin McGough
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Doing what it does best. Women'’s Law Caucus President Amanda West (top row, 3rd
from right) says “Catholic is a great law school for students who want experience in
pro bono work because of the school's emphasis on giving back to the community.”

Women’s Law Caucus

They’re not just for kerchief-tying or identifying animal
tracks anymore. Today’s Girl Scouts can earn merit badges by
learning about the laws of negligence in a real trial setting, thanks
to the efforts of the law school’s Women’s Law Caucus. Each
spring, the group hosts about 50 Girl Scouts from the D.C. area
who spend part of a Saturday at the law school. They are wel-
comed by the dean, shown the library and the courtrooms, and
are then broken into teams to handle a mock trial. (The most
recent one involved a negligence case against the owner of the
Titanic.) Its a thrill for the youngsters and a pleasure for mem-
bers of the caucus, says President Amanda West (2D). “Catholic
seems to attract students who value community service and pro
bono work. It’s a great law school for students who want experi-
ence in pro bono work because of the school’s emphasis on giv-
ing back to the community,” says West. The Women’s Law
Caucus is one of the most active organizations in the law school,
year in and year out. In October, the caucus sponsored Team
CUA Think Pink, a fund raiser for breast cancer research that
wound up raising $2,325. The group has also helped organize
blood drives and tirelessly encouraged all Catholic University law
students to contribute their cause of choice.

“Catholic seems to attract students who value community service and pro bono work.”
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Alumni Leading
the Way

It can be a challenge to keep up the drive, enthu-
siasm and idealism of a law student’s commitment
to pro bono service into one’s later career. There
are loans to repay, obligations to spouses and
children,and the increasing workloads that come

with promotions and rising responsibilities.

Despite the obstacles, many alumni of the
Columbus School of Law continue to find a way
to make a difference.

— AR

Joseph Gorrell, 1968

The 2005 winner of the Virginia State Bar’s Lewis F.
Powell Jr. Pro Bono Award, Gorrell had 42 years of
service with various federal agencies under his belt
by the time he offered to volunteer for
Rappahannock Legal Services Inc. A novice at legal
aid work, he was quickly dubbed “Joe Monday” for
his chosen day of service. The county agency
became dependent on his presence. “Remarkably, he
was willing to take almost any kind of case and
learned to do it well, whether it involved family,
housing, public benefits, consumer or elder law,”
wrote William L. Botts I, executive director of
Rappahannock Legal Services. Gorrell also estab-
lished himself as a guardian ad litem for indigent
children and adults, and he now represents petition-
ers who are trying to become guardians and conser-
vators. Gorrell also contributes his time to Lawyers
Helping Lawyers, an organization that helps people
with substance abuse and mental health problems.
He is part of a Fredericksburg, Va., group that works
with the local juvenile and domestic relations court’s
drug court program, and he mentors juveniles with
substance abuse problems.

—— A

Mary Card, 1996

“Every lawyer regardless of their field can find a way to
donate their talents, from corporate law to copyright
law, military lawyers and everyone in every area. It is
about making a personal choice,” says Card. She would
know. Now a JAG officer in the U.S. Army and current-
ly stationed in lraq, Card is responsible for the delivery
of legal services to 4,000 soldiers. Her entire life is filled
with examples of dedication and service to others. She
was Student Bar Association president and active within
the Families and the Law clinic. She was involved in dis-
tributing food to the hungry, worked on outreach pro-
grams to reduce incidences of violence in teen dating,
and spent a great deal of time as a volunteer tutor and
mentor to immigrant and low-income children enrolled
in nearby Brookland Elementary School. Not only did
CUA students expand the children’s horizons by taking
them to the zoo, or on tours of the Pentagon, White
House and FBI, they also tracked their progress individ-
ually, grading them much like a teacher would. “I still
remember their bright shining faces and their incredible
eagerness to learn,” recalls Card 10 years later. “The
immigrant kids went from shyly speaking English to
chatting up a storm in no time.”

The holder of an LL.M. in military law, Mary Card keeps a
quote from Mother Teresa posted above her desk: “The good
you do today may be forgotten tomorrow. Do good anyway.”
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“Connect with the community
and stay connected, because the
right time is now.Volunteerism
is a strengthening exercise for
the spirit.”

kRIS

Kristina Pervi Ayers, 2005

Kristina Pervi Ayers is
fortunate, and she
knows it. Her natural
inclination toward
pro bono service is
strongly supported by
her employer, Jones
Day, where she recent-
ly transferred from the
Washington, D.C,
office to its counterpart
in Los Angeles. The
firm’s commitment to giving back to its community
is not an empty promise: The hours spent on pro
bono work count toward overall billable hours. In
Ayers’ case, it allowed her to literally save someone’s
life. She was deeply involved in the ultimately suc-
cessful pro bono representation of “client K,” an
Angolan citizen who sought political asylum in the
United States. “K” was accused by his government
of affiliation with a banned political movement. He
denied any membership, and it fell to Ayers and her
Jones Day associates to convince the U.S. govern-
ment that their client was telling the truth and that
forced repatriation to his native country amounted to
digging his grave. “If our client had been denied asy-
lum, he would have been sent home to the very gov-
ernment that was persecuting him. This would have
resulted in prolonged torture and death. We were
fighting for his life,” Ayers remembers.

Franklin Kang, 1996

They are teenagers now, but it’s certain the kids who
attended Brookland Elementary School in the mid-
1990s still remember Franklin Chang. The former
president of the Asian Pacific American Law Students
Association was immersed in many different volunteer
activities such as food deliveries to the homeless and
home visits to the elderly. But like his classmate Mary
Card, Kang’s work as a tutor, mentor and supporter of
the children through the Brookland Elementary
Outreach Program stays with him to this day. “My
goal was to let the children realize that the world is
much bigger than they think, and that many of the
people ‘making it’ were no different than themselves.
Many of the CUA mentors also came from economi-
cally disadvantaged backgrounds and most were
minorities, but we all had the drive to work hard and
the faith to believe that we would succeed without for-
getting ourselves in the process,” says Kang. Currently
an administrative judge for the U.S. Merit Systems
Protection Board, Kang has also volunteered with the
Organization of Chinese Americans, a national civil
rights advocacy and education organization. The
father of two young sons in the San Francisco Bay
area, Kang continues to contribute by spending time as
a mentor for Project Read. “Connect with the commu-
nity and stay connected, because the right time is now,”
he opines. “Volunteerism is a strengthening exercise for
the spirit.”

As president of the San Mateo, Calif., chapter of the
Organization of Chinese Americans, Franklin Kang is
teaching his sons the value of volunteerism.

— AR
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A Six-§igure Victory

A five-member team of Catholic
University law students won a $100,000
judgment on behalf of its client in the U.S.
Court of Federal Claims in September
2006. In an opinion released on Sept. 6,
Judge Lawrence M. Baskir awarded the
amount to plaintiff Charles Bice as gov-
ernment compensation for the death of
his wife a decade ago.

Bice was successfully represented
pro bono by students Kelly Loud (2006),
Kelly Belli (3D), Sarah Lacey (2D), Peggy
McWhorter (3E) and Jonathan Coy (4E),
who worked under the direction of
Professor Mike McGonnigal through
Columbus Community Legal Services. .

The summary facts are these: In October of 1996, Martha
Bice, a volunteer firefighter in Altoona, Ala., responded to a call.
After prolonged exposure to smoke, she suffered a heart attack,
was hospitalized and died about a month later.While in the hos-
pital, however, doctors discovered that she had a pre-existing
heart condition. This fact set up a 10-year court battle that cen-
tered around a basic question: Did firefighter Bice die of undiag-
nosed severe coronary artery disease, or did smoke inhalation
kill her during the course of her duties, in which case the feder-
al Bureau of Justice Assistance (a division of the Justice
Department) owed her husband survivor benefits?

After six years of rejected claims, widower Charles Bice filed
an administrative complaint challenging the BJA’s determination
that his wife died of natural causes and that he was owed no
compensation. In the case’s first appearance before Judge Baskir
in 2004, he ruled that the government had made several key
errors in the application of its regulations. The matter was
remanded back to BJA for reconsideration of Mr. Bice’s claims.

Nothing changed, however. Essentially ignoring the remand
order, the BJA again denied survivor’s benefits to the husband of
the stricken firefighter. By this time, the plaintiff’s original attor-
ney had passed away. Columbus Community Legal Services, the
law school’s legal clinic, then stepped in to provide Bice with pro
bono student assistance.

Kelly Loud and Kelly Allison Belli dug into eight years worth
of court records, resulting in a 45-page brief that accused the
BJA of ignoring statutes and regulations and dismissing pertinent
prima facie evidence. As their internships within the law clinic
ended, the women passed the baton to fellow students Lacey,
McWhorter and Coy. The students offered this account of what
happened next.

“The day finally came and we all met at the Court of Federal
Claims in the District of Columbia. The judge came in and start-

Ingram Publishing/Getty Images
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Pictured below, left to right, is Sarah
Lacey, CCLS Professor Mike McGonnigal,
Peggy McWhorter and Jonathan Coy.

Not pictured are legal team members Kelly
Loud and Kelly Belli.

ed the hearing asking our side to present our argument first.VWe
were very nervous, but once we shook the initial jitters we pro-
ceeded with our argument. The foundation of our argument was
based on the brief from Ms. Loud and Ms. Belli; we focused heav-
ily on demonstrating the BJA was acting in an arbitrary and capri-
cious manner and how it basically ignored the courts earlier
opinion. Judge Baskir was very nice. He asked a lot of questions,
and we were able to present our entire argument. The DOJ
attorney presented his case after our argument and Judge Baskir
again asked a lot of questions. The gist of his questioning was
inquiring why the BJA was applying tougher standards for approv-
ing the claim than the law called for. From the beginning of the
argument the DOJ attorney was on the defense since Judge
Baskir’s questions were illuminating the weaker points of his case.
The hearing started at 10 a.m. and ended at | p.m.The experi-
ence for everyone involved was quite gratifying, especially due to
the nature of the case. Once the hearing ended we felt confident
that the judge would issue an opinion favorable to our side.”

And so Judge Baskir did.The student team’s stellar legal work
resulted in a different outcome the second time around. The
more closely they reviewed the facts, the more convinced they
became that the governments foot-dragging would be over-
turned once and for all, said Jonathan Coy.“The government has
been incredibly unfair to this family. This has dragged on for
years,” he said.
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A Society of
Serpice

The record of service established over many years by
the law school community is a proud one. In truth, how-
ever, it has also been something of a scattershot
approach, due mostly to the lack of a central coordinat-
ing office for all pro bono, volunteerism and community
service and outreach efforts.“The fact that the clinic has
to turn away some students each
semester however shows there is a
desire to serve that exceeds the
current opportunity,” says Patrick
Jordan (3D). Yet another full-time
student who has demonstrated a
deep commitment to pro bono
causes, Jordan has, among other
things, helped organize the cleanup
of neglected D.C. municipal parks.

) Legal Services Society

In the fall of 2005, Dean Veryl Miles
appointed a task force to consider a student-initi-
ated proposal to create the first-ever pro bono service program at
the Columbus School of Law. Its mission was to design a program
to complement the current opportunities at CUA and to enrich

the learning environment of the law school.

“This program will help to instill in our students the val-
ues of a lifetime commitment to community service and pro
bono representation,” said Miles.

Bill Edwards (3D) undertook the task of writing the pro-
posal for the Legal Services Society (based in part on the work
of a recent alumnus), lobbying for it and seeing it to fruition. It
was a natural outgrowth of his public service ethos, absorbed
through many years of Jesuit education.

“Outside of participation, the true sign of the success of
this program will be an alumnus, a law student and a professor
standing for a picture with someone they collectively helped,”
he says.

Edward’ drive to establish the new organization, which
made its official debut in the fall of 2006, was also in response
to external factors. Across legal higher education in general,
there is increasing sensitivity to the unmet needs for pro bono
services. One recent study, for example, determined that for
every client that receives representation from a Legal Services
Corporation grant program, someone else is turned away due
to lack of resources, leaving half of those seeking assistance
without representation. Organizations such as the ABA, the
Association of American Law Schools, Equal Justice Works
and many others have strongly urged all of the nation’s legal
academies to institutionalize pro bono programs if they haven’t

already done so. The Columbus School of Law’s new program is
on track with what many other law schools are doing, including
most in the Washington, D.C., area.

Carefully designed not to encroach into areas of service
already well covered by the legal clinic and student organizations,
the new Legal Services Society hopes to engage a far greater num-
ber of CUA students into doing pro bono work that meets the
accepted definition: legal work performed for neither money nor
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Hilary Abell Bednarz, Pro Bono Coordinator for the Columbus School of Law

Hilary Abell Bednarz, 2004, jumped at the chance to return to the law school as the pro bono coordinator
for the law school. She was more than familiar with the concept: She wrote the first blueprint for it while
still a student and member of the Law and Public Policy Institute. “Now that the pro bono program has
been adopted, the Columbus School of Law will be better able to fulfill its mission as a Catholic institution
with unique responsibilities of service. | am thrilled to be joining the community in such an important
venture and look forward to the challenging and rewarding work that lies ahead,” says Bednarz.

Bednarz received her bachelor’s degree from Colgate University in 1998, and after working at Harvard University’s Kennedy
School of Government and the Smithsonian Institution, graduated cum laude from CUA law. An exemplar of the ethos she hopes
to help instill in others, Bednarz has always found the time to serve with a variety of public service groups in the Washington, D.C.,
area. She has received the Extra Mile Award for outstanding service to the law school community, as well as the First Lap
Community Service Award. Most recently, Bednarz served as a staff attorney for House of Ruth Maryland, where she represented
victims of domestic violence in court proceedings. Prior to that, she was of counsel to Baker, Donelson, Bearman, Caldwell &
Berkowitz, PC, where she focused her work in the public policy practice area.
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class credit. “At this stage, your first contact with pro bono serv-
ice to others should be for moral reasons,” says Edwards. The
society will strive to link students with alumni and other outside
practitioners who are working on pro bono cases and need the
extra help. The society’s mission is serious enough that the law
school took the rare step of creating and funding a new part-
time position to nurture and oversee its success.

The Legal Services Society is now up and running, guided by
second-year members of the executive board, including Kristin
McGough, Niki Moghbeli, Megan Roach and Susan Toth.
Membership is open to any CUA law student, alumnus or facul-
ty member. Students must pledge to complete a minimum of 30
hours of service, which can be performed at any time during their
law school career. The program will also offer a certificate-track
option which requires the completion of 75 hours of pro bono
service over the course of the student’s law school career.

“My goal is to reach a point where nearly everybody in the
law school is doing pro bono work,” says LSS program adviser
Professor J.P. “Sandy” Ogilvy. “We need to stress that the

Cwin Pillars

As it has in the past and does in the
present, so the Columbus School of
Law will continue in the future to
teach, stimulate and expand the
commitment to pro bono service in
all of its forms. It is morally, ethically
and professionally the right thing to
do. The legal profession recognizes
that because lawyers enjoy a
monopoly on the right to provide
legal services, the privilege carries
with it a concomitant responsibility
to share that knowledge, free of
charge, with less fortunate members
of our society.

Catholic social teaching has long stressed the impor-
tance of a “preferential option for the poor;” namely, to
create conditions for marginalized voices to be heard,
to defend the defenseless, and to assess lifestyles, poli-
cies and social institutions in terms of their impact on
the poor. For the CUA lawyer, the preferential option
for the poor is not optional. It means that we are all
called to look at the world from the perspective of the
marginalized and to work in solidarity for justice.

Rawle Andrews
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obligation falls on each one of us that no matter how busy our
lives are we must find the time to discharge our obligation to
provide pro bono service to the poor.”

Certainly, Professor Ogilvy is doing his part as an educator.
As the long-time former coordinator of clinical programs for the
law school, he has put on a new hat this year as director of Law
and Social Justice Initiatives. Among his chief duties in his new
role will be the organization of an ambitious conference set for
the fall of 2007 that will help establish the Columbus School of
Law as a national resource on the subject of pro bono activities.
“Law Schools and their Role in the Provision of Pro bono Legal
Services” will invite judges, practitioners and law school faculty
members from across the nation to explore how law schools can
participate more fully in making access to justice a reality.
Speakers and panels will discuss the role law schools have to play
in teaching students about their professional obligation to pro-
vide pro bono legal services throughout their careers, and how
students and faculty can improve their provision of pro bono
services to the poor.

“When all things are said and done,
let more things be done than said.”

How an attorney translates faith
into action and compassion into
concrete deeds is up to each and
every individual. But there is no
question that it is a path worth
traveling. On Oct. 18 of this year,
the new Legal Services Society was
launched with an inaugural address
delivered by Rawle Andrews, rec-
ognized by the D.C. Bar among all
of its 83,000 members as the 2006
Pro Bono Lawyer of the Year.

He reminded his audience that most of them had
cited a desire to help others as a fundamental reason for
even applying to law school.“VWas that an empty prom-
ise? Or; could it be you just needed a sturdy vessel to
donate your time and special skills? CUA’s Legal Service
Society is the answer: a modern day Ark of service,”
Andrews said.

He left the audience with a final thought, “When
all things are said and done, let more things be done
than said””
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Resuscitating
a Legal System

utside the window, city blocks blur into
one continuous dirt-brown smear.
Noontime traffic is thick, and my vehicle
is forced to slow to a crawl. For a short minute, our sta-
tionary convoy becomes a sitting duck for any nearby
car bomb. Ahead, our lead vehi-
cle creeps forward, large caliber
machine guns bristling from
every window. Suddenly, we
lurch forward and again are
racing along a narrow alley-
way, the vehicle engine
straining under the weight of
thick armor plating and
rapid acceleration. Our five-
SUV convoy, separated by
only inches, buzzes past
throngs of cloaked and
sweating masses. We finally
reach our destination; radio
chatter between base and
convoy reports our arrival. Only now am | permitted to
remove my Kevlar helmet and bulletproof vest. | imme-
diately exit the vehicle, the smell of burning trash, body
odor and dust intermingling in the 110-degree heat.
Dust and exhaust smoke choke the air. My team is
quickly escorted inside to avoid errant sniper fire.
Without power, the building’s interior is dark, even
near midday. Up broken stairwells and down dank,
smoky corridors, we arrive in a large conference room
filled with welcoming Iragi government officials.

Our discussion centers on fundamental problems
of any developing justice system: How can the police
work alongside investigative judges to most expedi-
tiously build a case for trial? Is it possible for the courts

For civilian and soldier,
suffocating heat is part
of the daily reality in Iraq.
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By Dan Keister

and correctional facilities to share a common schedule
so the accused are transported to their trial on the cor-
rect day? How can we encourage basic communication
between police stations? Answers to these questions will
provide the basic principles necessary for the fledgling
Iragi government to develop rule of law principles and
create a functioning, collaborative system of justice.

Needless to say, collaboration was not a preferred
activity under Saddam’s regime and the culture of
secrecy and rivalry between competing justice sector
ministries. Human rights were nonexistent and govern-
ment ministries tortured criminals with reckless aban-
don. Corruption was widespread, as its tacit acceptance
flourished during the dictator’s rule. When coalition
forces invaded three years ago, the Iragi courts and
police began operating on separate islands, with com-
mon criminals and terrorists alike moving through the
justice system on an ad hoc basis, oftentimes disappear-
ing completely. Problems were rife, even on the most
basic level—a simple misspelling would result in multi-
ple files for one criminal. With such records only exist-
ing in hardcopy form, bribery resulted in “lost” or
destroyed files. And with no electronic database,
prisoners were often released in one jurisdiction while
wanted for crimes committed in another.

In early 2005, both the U.S. Departments of
Justice and State undertook initiatives to remedy these
problems by developing the rule of law with the Iraqi
police and courts. And through these initiatives | find
myself sitting in a hot, dusty conference room more
than 5,000 miles from home.

Ordinarily, my workdays are not dissimilar from
any other lawyer — research this law, write that memo,
attend a meeting or two — pretty standard fare. Yet in
Baghdad, even simple tasks become hair-raising ordeals
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Baghdad

In Baghdad, Hilla

even simple tasks

become hair-raising
ordeals fraught with
stress and danger.

Very far from the road leading home, Dan Keister, 2004, still has no regrets about

his efforts to help Iraq nurture a workable legal system.

fraught with stress and danger. Walking to and from
dinner entails passing half a dozen “duck and cover”
bunkers and three checkpoints — one’s ID and creden-
tials quickly become most important possessions.
Medevac helicopter traffic is perpetually overhead due
to our proximity to Baghdad’s central hospital; jointly
operated by the U.S. Army and lIraqi civilian doctors,
this is the first real trauma center the majority of U.S.
military forces see after sustaining combat wounds.
Periodically, the low, deep thud of a car bomb will be
heard, or depending on proximity, felt. At times the
office walls are shaken by the blast wave of an especial-
ly large car bomb detonated nearby. The odd mortar
round landing inside the international zone occurs less
and less these days, though when it does happen, it pro-
vides a jolting reminder of the ongoing chaos and vio-
lence just outside the wire.

Aside from myself and another American attorney,
our legal team comprise mostly Iragi attorneys and
translators. My lraqi colleagues are a collection of the

most genuine, intelligent, humorous and resilient peo-
ple imaginable. While we live in the relative safety of
the international zone, our local staff must travel to and
from their homes amid horrific and indiscriminate
violence. Transportation to and from work requires
employing surveillance detection and countermeasures,
forcing them to traverse multiple vehicle checkpoints
manned by local militias, lragi police and coalition
forces. The mere fact that they work with Americans is
enough to mark their deaths. Yet each morning, they
report to work with a handshake and smile, a daily tes-
tament to their professionalism and individual bravery.
With the exception of the constant threat of vio-
lence surrounding one’s daily activities, life here is not a
completely foreign experience. With the proper securi-
ty badge (or the right connections) a nearly endless sup-
ply of food and drink may be obtained; the same may be
said for the multiple fitness facilities available. For this
reason, those living in Baghdad return home, as the say-
ing goes, a hunk, a chunk or a drunk. Yet for all the
stress and difficulty of leaving loved ones behind, I can-
not find regret in my decision. Although the stresses
here make staying “focused on the squirrel” difficult, |
am confident in our success. Participating in the legal
infancy of a nation is a remarkable experience, though |
am hardly the first to do so. More than 3,000 years ago,
a previous resident of Baghdad helped developed the
rule of law, just as | am today. His name was
Hammurabi. Not a bad example to follow.

Daniel Keister, 2004, has earned a J.D. and an M.A. in world
politics, focusing on post-Soviet Russia and Central Asia. He was
a 2004 Presidential Management Fellow and currently works for
a major defense contractor based outside Washington, D.C.
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